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PREFACE. 


WHEN  I left  India  I had  not  the  flighteft  idea  of 
■ ever  offering  any  thing  to  the  Public  eye,  and  of  courfe 
was  by  no  means  prepared  for  fuch  an  undertaking. 
My  foie  reafon  for  laying  the  following  pages  before  the 
I^ublic  is,  not  vanity,  but  a fincere  wifh  of  giving  fonie 
information  to  my  Country,  refpecling  a part  of  Africa, 
not  much  known,  though  often  frequented  by  both 
Britifli  and  American  Whalers.  If  this  fliould  be  fo  con- 
fidered,  my  end  is  gained  ; though  I muft  obferve,  that 
if  my  health  had  permitted,  and  I had  made  a longer 
ftay,  I could  have  rendered  it  much  more  interefting. 

I had  hardly  paper  lufficient  to  make  a fair  tranfeript 
of  what  I had  written,  and  few  or  no  materials  for 
drawing. 


London,  \ Jth  February,  1800. 


/ 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  PLACING  THE  PLATES. 

Natives  of  the  north  fide  of  the  River  Mafumo,  in  their  war  drefs,  (defcribed; 
at  page  38,)  to  face  the  Title. 

Natives  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  River  Mafumo,  one  of  them  fmoking  bang,  to 
face  page  34. 
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..  — a aa»»  I 

a 6/4  February^  1798. 

TVTOT  being  able  to  procure  a paflage  to  England 
in  the  fleet  of  Indiamen  that  failed  from  Madras 
about  the  middle  of  February,  1798,  under  convoy  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Heroine,  I was  obliged,  on  account  of 
my  bad  date  of  health,  to  take  my  paflage  in  the  extra 
fliip  Lion,  a very  flow  failer,  for  the  Bengal  fleet  left  her 
two  days  fail  from  where  the  pilots  commonly  leave 
fliips.  As  the  fliip  was,  however,  much  too  deeply  laden, 
and  really  being  a I'otten  old  patched  up  Dutch  India- 
man,  an  unfit  fliip  for  a valuable  cargo,  befides  rifking 
the  lives  of  fo  many  people : this,  and  her  being  badly 
equipped  in  fails  and  rigging,  was  the  folc  rcafoii  of  her 
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meeting  with  the  misfortune  I am  about  to  relate.  I 

was  given  to  underftand,  thougli  the  fleet  had  failed,  that 

file  would  be  difpatchcd  fingly  ; but  the  Madras  govern- 
ment ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Columbo,  and  wait  for 

the  cinnamon  ihips  from  Bengal.  I muft  now  obferve, 
that  if  the  flilp  had  been  difpatehed  diredtly  from  Madras, 
without  being  ordered  to  Ceylon,  flae  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  efcaped  the  violent  weather  flie  afterwards 
experienced  off  the  Cape,  and  might  have  arrived  there 
by  the  middle  of  May ; but  the  different  governments 
of  India  of  late  years  make  the  fliips  fail  at  all  feafons, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  fo  many  veffels  being  loft,  or  forced 
to  put  back  in  a fliattered  and  leaky  ftate* 

I embarked  at  Madras  at  five  P.  M.  on  Monday  the 
26th  of  February,  17,98,  on  board  the  Lion,  and  we 
failed  the  fame  evening  for  Columbo,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  1 1 th  of  March  ; but  the  Minerva  Indiaman  and 
Harriot  extra  fnip  did  not  arrive  from  Bengal  till  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  and  we  failed,  on  the  of  the  fame 

month, 
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month,  under  convoy  of  his  Majefty's  flilp  Arrogant, 
who  left  us  on  the  35th,  in  3"  33^  north  latitude,  and  wo 
loft  fight  of  the  Minen  a and  Harriot  on  the  39th,  in 
32'  north  of  the  line;  as  tliey  failed  much  better  than 
us,  we  never  again  fell  in  with  them.  Nothing  mate- 
rial occurred  till  the  loth  of  June,  when  we  encoun- 
tered a moft  feverc  gale  of  wind  in  33°  fouth  latitude, 
and  38“  eaft  longitude.  The  following  fhort  account 
is  extratfted  from  the  fhip’s  Journal,  with  fome  other  re- 
marks, till  we  arrived  in  Da  Lagoa  Bay,  on  the  eaft 

coaft  of  Africa,  where  the  fliip  was  condemned  on  ac- 
count of  her  very  {battered  date.  I muft  add,  that  for 
many  days  w'e  were  obliged  to  be  under  very  cafv  fail,  as 
the  fails  wanted  almoft  continual  repairs,  which  pro- 
longed our  voyage  exceedingly. 

1 

Sunday,  loth  of  June,  Strong  gales  from  the  N.N.  E.; 

cloudy  and  fqually  weather  ; double  reefed  the  top-fails ; 

handed  mizen  top-fails  ; gale  frefliens,  with  very  vivid 

» 

ftatlies  of  lightning.  Eleven  P.  M.  the  wind  changed  in 

«_> 
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£i  very  heavy  fquall  to  the  N.  N.  W. ; handed  the  fore 
top-fail,  but  the  fquall  was  fo  very  violent,  that  it  blew 
the  fore  top-fail,  main  top-fail,  with  the  fore  main  and 
nuzcn  itay-lails  to  pieces,  and  blew  belt  pait  of  them 
away : at  the  fame  time  found  the  fliip  to  make  fo 
much  water,  that  we  were  obliged  to  keep  both  pumps 
going  to  keep  her  free.  Ship  rolling  and  ftraining  much ; 
upper  and  gun  decks  full  of  water.  At  two  A.  M. 
rolled  away  the  main  top-maft,  which  carried  away  the 
ftarboard  tide  of  the  main  top,  and  ttovc  fome  of  the 
boats  employed  clearing  the  wreck.  Nine  A.  M.  bent 
another  fore-fail,  our  only  one  left ; tlrong  gales,  and 
a very  high  fea,  with  frequent  heavy  fqualls  ; found  the 
principal  leak  to  be  in  the  counter,  the  water  ruthmg  m 
fo  fall,  that  both  pumps  could  but  juft  keep  her  free. . 

Monday,  i ith  June.  It  ftill  continues  to  blow  hard, 

with  fevere  fqualls,  and  a mountainous  fea ; fhip  making 

fo  much  water  as  to  gain  on  both  pumps,  in  confe- 

queuce  of  which,  we,  for  the  prefervatiou  of  our  lives, 

begam 
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began  to  lighten  the  fhip  abaft,  by  throwing  overboard 
indigo,  fugar,  rice  and  paddy  out  of  the  run.  The  ftern 
frame  working,  and  the  flap  labouring  exceffively,  fet  the 
fore-fail,  and  continued  till  dark  In  heaving  cargo  overr 
board..  At  twelve  got  the  pumps  to  fuck ; two  A.  M. 
rolled  away  the  mizen-maft ; and  at  half  pafi;  four  rolled 
away  the  fore  top-maft,  which  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  fore-maft,  which  went  in  three  pieces ; 
cut  away  the  wreck  from  tlie  Ihip  ; very  furious  fqualls, 
with  a heavy  confultd  lea ; both  pumps  goings  and 
heaving  cargo  ov  erboard  b om  the  fore  and  after  hold ; 
befh  part  of  the  Ihip’s  iiores  got  wet,  the  gun-room  be.- 
ing  full  of  water,  owing  to  the  counter  being  fo  very 

Tuefday,  12th  June.  Gale  flill  continues,  with  a. 
tremendous  fea  from  the  weftward ; main-mafi:  only 
flick  banding,  and  expe6l  it  to  go  every  minute,  as  the 
fhip  lolled  \ery  heavy.  Employed  heaving  cargo  ov^er- 
board  from , the  fore  and  after  hold;  both  pumps  going; 

fliip 


6 


JOURNAL  OF 


ihip  rolling  and  ftraiuing  very  heavy;  upper  and' gun 
decks,  with  the  gun  room,  full  of  water ; continues  to 
blow  very  feverely  all  night ; the  lafliings  of  the  cabooze 
and  ring-bolts  gave  way,  and  rendered  it  unfit  for  ufe. 
At  four  A.  M.  found  the  ftern  frame  and  planks  of  the 
counter  quite  loofe,  the  water  making  a fair  breacli  in 
abaft,  rufliing  into  the  gun-room  at  the  wooden-ends ; 
flnp  ftraining  and  getting  much  worfe ; employed  Jieav- 
ing  overboard  all  the  guns  but  two,  gun-powder,  cargo, 
and  feveral  of  the  fhip’s  Itores  and  lumber  from  the 
poop;  found  the  water  to  gain  on  both  pumps;  it  ftill 
continues  to  blow  very  hard,  with  a heavy  fea. 

Wednefday,  13th  June.  Strong  gales  and  fqually  wea- 
ther, with  a heavy  fwell  from  the  fouth-weft  ; fhip  la- 
bouring violently,  and  both  pumps  going;  employed 
heaving  cargo  out  of  the  fore  and  after  hold  till  dark. 
Eight  P.  M.  got  the  pumps  juft  to  fuck ; ftrong  gales 
all  night,  ftiip  ftill  making  the  fame  water,  and  both 
punnps  going.  At  day- light  continued  to  heave  the 
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cargo  overboard  ; carpenter  employed  in  lafliing  in  the 
counter  with  rods  of  iron  and  logs  of  wood,  to  prevent 
the  planks  from  felling  out,  and  fecuring  the  ftern  frame 
with  thrappings;  fliip  rolling  and  flraining  violently; 
upper  and  lower  gun-decks,  with  the  gun-room,  full  of 
water  ; Ijoth  pumps  going,  and  can  but  juft  keep  the 
fliip  free. 

Latitude  obfervcd  33'’  59^  fouth.  Had  no  time  or 

thought  of  taking  an  obfervation  during  the  loth,  iith, 

« * 

and  I ath.  Captain  Severs  and  his  officers  being  engaged 
in  the  other  more  necedaiy  duties  of  the  ffiip,  fo  much 
fo,  that  they  were  even  at  a Jofs  for  the  day  of  the  week^ 
or  month,  until  I fet  them  right* 

Thurfday,  14th  June,  freffi  gales  with  a high  fea; 
employed  heaving  cargo  overboard  from  the  fore  and 
after  hold  till  dark ; reefed  the  main-iail,  and  fet  it ; got 
both  pumps  to  fuck*  More  moderate  gale  and  fine 
weather ; the  fea  much  gone  down ; one  pump  con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  going.  At  day  light  began  heaving  cargo  over- 
board.; lo  A.  M.  got  up  a main  top-gallant  maft  for  a 
fore  ‘maft,  and  bent  a lower  ftudding-fail  to  it  to  wear 
tlie  fliip  to  the  nortlvweft,  having  determined  to  ftand 
to  the  northward,  to  fetch  Da  Lagoa,  or  St.  Auguftin’s 
bay,  and  likewife  to  get  into  fine  weather,  the  fliip  being 
in  fuch  a fliattered  ftate,  that  we  expe6led  her  to  go 
down  with  us  every  puff  of  wind.  Found  feveral  of  the 
main  chain-plates,  and  water  way  planks  ftarted  on  the 
upper  deck ; moderate  breeze  and  fine  weather,  both 
pumps  going  occafionally,  and  one  conftantly.  Lati- 
tude obferved  34^  30'  fouth. 

f 

Friday,  1 5th  June,  moderate  breeze  from’  the  fouth, 
and  fine  weather  ; got  the  fhip’s  head  to  the  north-weft 
at  one  P.  M. ; continued  heaving  cargo  overboard  till 
dark-,  one  pump  conftantly  going;  fet  the  fore-royal  over 
the  lower  ftudding-fail,  and  bent  the  jibb  for  a main  ftay- 
fall.  Moderate  breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and  fiiie 

weather,  but  a heavy  fwell  from  the  weftward,  which 

made 
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made  the  fliip  roll  very  heavy,  fplit  the  main-fail,  unbent 
it,  and  bent  a mizen  top-fail  to  the  main  yard,  and  fet  it. 
At  day-break  continued  heaving  cargo  overboard  ; water 
ftill  coming  in  very  violently  abaft;  both  pumps  going; 
carpenter  employed  fecuring  the  counter  with  additional 
logs  of  wood,  and  iron  bars,  to  keep  the  planks  from 
falling  out,  and  fecuring  the  ftern  with  additional  thrap- 
pings.  Repairing  main-fail ; fliip  ftill  makes  the  fame 
water,  viz.  eight  inches  an  hour.  Latitude  obferved  34^ 
8'  fouth. 

Saturday,  i61h  June,  Light  breezes  from  the  fouth- 
eaft,  and  fine  weather,  but  ftill  continue  heaving  cargo 
overboard,  as  the  fhip  makes  the  fame  water ; one 
pump  conftantly  going ; moderate  weather,  with  a heavy 
fwell  from  the  weftward.  Eleven  P.  M.  fwell  much 
gone  down,  but  the  fliip  makes  nearly  as  mueh  water, 
being  obliged  to  keep  one  pump  going ; wind  eaft. 
Began  at  day  light  to  clear  the  booms,  got  out  a main 
top-mafl  for  a jury  fore-maft,  and  took  down  the  top- 

C gallant- 
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gallant-maft  that,  was  rigged  as  a jury  fore-maft,  and 
got  up  the  top-maft  in  its  room,  and  the  top-gallant- 
maft  as  a fore  top-maft ; bent  main  top-fail,  aiid  fet  it 
for  a forc-fiil,  and  top-gallant-fail  for  a fore  top-fail ; 

pump  ftill  going;  cloudy  weather,  with  light  fliowers; 

* 

No  obfervation. 

I 

/ 

Sunday,  17th  June.  Moderate  breeze  frorn  the  N.  E. 
and  fine  weather ; juimp  conftantly  going  ; all  fail  fet ; 

cloudy,  with  lightning  from  the  weftward.  At  day  light 

\ 

/ 

began  clearing  the  decks,  fecurlng  the  fpars,  and  fixing 
main  'top-mafi:,  rigging,  &c.  Latitude  34®  13'  fouth. 
Much  difappointed  in  this  day’s  obfervation,  as  we  find 
OLirfelves  to  the  fouthward  of  the  obfervation  on  the 
15  th  inftant. 

Monday,  1 8th  June.  Moderate  gale  from  the N.N.  W. 
and  hazy  weather ; employed  fplicing  and  fixing  main 
top-maft  rigging,  and  heaving  cargo  overboard,  from  the 
fore  and  after  hold,  till  dark ; wind  weft.  One  P.  M. 


wore 
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wore  lliip  to  the  northward.  Ten  P.  M.  fqually ; lianded 
main-fail  and  fore  top-fail;  ftrong  gales  and  fqually  wea^- 
ther  during  the  night;  heavy  fvvell  from  the  weftward, 
fliip  labouring  and  rolling  very  heavy ; pump  conftantly 
going ; find  the  ihip  to  fail  better  and  much  eafier  fmcc 
throwing  the  guns  and  cargo  overboard  ; obliged  to  begin 
to  cut  away  the  poop  deck  to  eafe  her  fiiern  frame, 
which  is  getting  quite  loofe;  the  fides  give  way  three 
inches  every  time  the  fhip  rolled,  and  getting  much 
worfe.  No  obfervation. 

Thurfday,  1 9th  June.  Frefii  gales  from  the  W.  N.  W. 
and  fqually  weather ; fhip  rolls  and  ftrains  much  ; one 
pump  conftantly  going ; employed  heaving  overboard 
our  cargo  from  the  fore  and  after  hold  ; carpenter  em- 
ployed cutting  away  the  poop.  At  day  light  continued 
heaving  cargo  overlioard,  as  before  ; firong  gales  and 
fqually  weather,  with  a heavy  fwell  from  tlie  wefiward ; 
gun-deck  full  of  water,  and  pump  ftill  going.  J^atitude 
obferved  33°  o'  fouth. 

C 2 
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Wednefday,  20th  June.  Strong  gales  from  the  W. 
by  N.  and  fqually  weather ; continued  heaving  over- 
board cargo,  from  the  fore  and  after  hold,  till  dark  ; car- 
penter cutting  away  the  poop ; one  pump  conftantly 
going;  gun- deck  full  of  water;  fqually,  with  rain;  fplit 
the  fore  top-fail,  unbent  it  to  be  repaired.  At  day  light 
employed  getting  up  the  main  top-maft ; flrong  gales 
and  fqually  weather,  with  a heavy  wefterly  fwell ; pump 
ftill  going.  Latitude  obferved  32°  6"  fouth. 

Thurfday,  2 1 ft  June.  Moderate  gale  from  the 
W.  S.  W.  and  cloudy  weather;  got  up  main  top-fail 
yard,  bent  the  mizen  top-fail  to  it,  and  fet  it ; longitude, 
by  two  fets  of  lunar  obfervations,  yefterday  and  the  day 
before  33"  eaft,  when  we  imagined  ourfelves  to  be  in  40'' 
eaft.  This  thews  the  very  ftrong  fouth-wefterly  cur- 
rent we  muft  have  had,  as  the  tlnp  lay  too  moft  of  the 
time  of  the  gale,  with  lier  head  to  tlie  fouthward,  and 
eaftward.’^  Squally  weather,  with  rain  and  a heavy  fwell 

from  the  weft  ward,  one  pump  conftantly  going ; car- 
penter 


pcntcr  employed  cutting  away  tlie  poop  ; flilp  rolling 
and  draining  ; pump  conftantly  going  ; carried  away  the 
flings  of  the  main-yard,  fwayed  it  up  and  fccured  it. 
Latitude  obferved  30""  7'  fouth. 

Friday,  2 2d  June.  Moderate  breeze  from  the  S,  W. 
and  cloudy  weather  ; carpenter  cutting  away  the  poop  ; 
people  employed  fettlng  up  the  rigging ; one  pump  con- 
flantly  going  ; bent  main-fall,  and  fet  It  with  one  reef ; 
unfettled  weather,  with  heavy  fqualls,  rain,  thunder,  and 
lightning;  ftrong  gales  all  night,  with  a heavy  fea  from 
the  weftward.  Morning  more  moderate ; employed 
clearing  the  gun-deck,  found  feveral  bags  of  rice  and 
bread  damaged,  owing  to  the  leaky  condition  of  the  flilp: 
pump  dill  going.  Latitude  obferved  28^  41'  fouth. 

Saturday,  23d  June.  Moderate  gale  from  the  W.  S.  W. 
and  cloudy  weather;  ddp  rolling  and  draining  very  fe- 
vere;  pump  going;  drong  gales  all  night,  with  continued 
fuccefdve  violent  fqualls,  with  hard  rain,  llglitning,  and 
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a mountainous  and  heavy  fca  from  the  weftwarJ,  fliip- 
plng  feas  frequently  both  fore  and  aft ; gun-deck  full  of 
water,  and  both  pumps  going  all  nigiit.  At  day  light 
more  moderate,  began  bending  the  cables  ; found  many 
of  the  planks  and  water  ways  ftarted  in  the  gun  and 
upper  decks.  At  ten  A.  M.  faw  the  land,  to  our  great 
joy,  bearing  from  AV.  to  N.  W.  being  Mount  Calato  or 

Calico. 

Sunday,  24th  June.  Strong  gales  from  the  weft,  and 
cloudy  weather ; got  the  anchors  over  the  gunnels ; one 
pump  conftantly  going  1 St.  Mary  s Ifland  bearing 
N.  N.  W.  diftance  two  or  three  leagues.  At  five  P.  M. 
foundings  from  fifteen  to  nine  fathoms,  clewed  up  the 
fails  and  let  go  the  anehor ; St.  Mary’s  Ifland  bearing 
from  S.  i E.  to  S.  W.  Elephant  Ifland  W.  S.  W.  dif- 
tance off  fliore  four  or  five  miles.  At  fun-nfe  faw  fix 
fail  of  fquare  rigged  veflels  at  anchor  in  Da  Lagoa  Bay ; 
moderate  breeze  and  fine  weather.  Eight  A.  M.  fired 

a gun,  and  hoifted  a fignal  of  diftrefs.  len  A.  M.  got 

up 
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up  the  anchor  and  made  fail  into  the  bay,  with  the  flood 

tide;  foundings  very  irregular,  being  from  13  to  3! 

fathoms.  At  four  P.  M.  came  on  board  a boat,  from 

the  Neptune,.  Captain  Thomas  Hopper,  South  Sea 

whaler,  with^Mr.  Stevenfon,  his  firfi:  mate,  who  pointed 

out  Deer  Ifland  Reef,  only  half  a mile  on  our  lee  quarter; 

let  go  the  anchor  in  61  fathom  water,  the  flood  tide 

being  done  ; the  reef  which  we  narrowly  efcaped,  but 

\ 

did  not  perceive  till  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Stevenfon, 
bearing  from  N.  W.  to  E.  N.  E.  the  fea  not  breaking 
on  it  at  higli  water.  At  fix  P.  M.  came  on  board  Mr. 
Clarke,  *mate  of  the  London,  Captain  Keen,  and  Mr. 
Buncker,  mate  ot  the  Eliza,  Captain  Kerr,  both  Britifli 
whalers,  offering  us  affiftance.  At  half  paft  eleven 
P.  M.  brought  home  the  fmall  bower  anchor,  and  im- 
mediately let  go  the  befl:  bower,  which  happily  brought 
the  ffiip  up,  or  we  muff  inevitably  have  gone  on  the 
reef,  not  now  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  us, 
as  the  ebb  tide  fet  right  on  it,  and  wdiat  wind  there  w^as 
from  the  weftw  ard  ? this  day  finiflics  at  midnight. 

Monday, 


JOURNAL  OF 


i6 

Monday,  35th  June.  At  feven  A.  M.  came  on  board 
Mcffi-s.  Keen,  Hopper,  and  Kerr,  Commanders  of  the 
three  Britifli  whalers  in  the  Bay,  the  other  three  being 
Americans.  At  half  pah  ten  A.  M.  hove  up  the  an- 
chors, flood-tide  making,  (but  I would  advile  no  velTel 
of  confiderable  draft  of  water  to  think  of  getting  under 
way  till  quarter  flood)  and  made  fail,  ftanding  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  to  avoid  a fhoal  that  lays  to  the  fouthward  of 
Deer  Ifland  Reef;  found  the  foundings  very  irregular, 
being  from  7,  4)  3i  to  ai  fathoms,  when  the  fhip  ftruck 
very  hard  both  forward  and  abaft,  and  continued  forging 
on  the  bank  we  w'anted  to  avoid,  the  tide  fetting  her 
on  it,  and  there  being  only  a light  breeze  from  the  weft- 
w'ard.  When  on  the  bank.  Cape  St.  Mary  s bore  S.  E. 
half  S.  three  leagues  (by  compafs) ; Red  Head  weft 
feven  leagues,  and  Round  Hill,  the  northernmoft  on  the 
continent  S.  half  W.  four  leagues,  being  a very  round 
hill  ; the  Ibuthernmoft  one  is  more  oblong,  and  bore  S. 
l)y  E.  nearly  the  fame  diftance.  At  eleven  A.  M.  the 
flilp  ftill  flriking  very  hard,  unfliipped  the  rudder,  and 
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we  were  obliged  to  cut  it  away,  it  llrlking  violently 

under  the  counter ; fired  a gun,  and  lioiftcd  a fignal  of 

« 

cliftrefs ; came  along  fide  all  the  Britifli  boats,  and  the 
three  American  commanders,  Paddock,  Toby,  and 
Catfeby,  with  their  boats,  to  our  afliftance  ; the  fhip  ftill 
continuing  to  ftrike  moft  fevercly,  fo  that  we  could 
fometimes  hardly  hand  the  deck ; hoifted  out  the  long 
boat  and  flung  all  the  fpars  overboard  to  lighten  the  Ihip; 
carried  out  the  fmall  kedge  anchor  to  the  ftarboard  bow, 
and  let  it  go  in  71  fathom  water  and  hove  it  well  taut,  to 
try  and  get  the  fhip  off,  but  without  effect,  fo  we  had 
only  the  chance  of  her  floating  when  the  tide  rofe  to 
near  high  water;  however,  at  one  P.  M.  the  fliip  floated, 
and  got  all  the  boats  to  tow  us.  Four  P.  M.  anchored  in 
71  fathom,  diflaiice  off  fliore  fix  or  feven  miles,  flood 
tide  being  done.  At  eight  P.  M.  hove  up  the  anchor, 
having  all  the  boats  to  tow  us,  and  at  eleven  came  too, 
abreaft  of  the  fliipping,  diftance  off  Deer  Ifland,  the 
neareft  fliore,  two  miles ; one  pump  going  all  thefe 
twenty  “four  hours,  but  we  did  not  find  tlie  fliip  to  make 
any  more  water  by  her  ftrlking. 

D 
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Tuefday,  a6tli  June.  Frclli  breezes  and  fine  weatlier  ; 

employed  clearing  the  decks;  obliged  to  keep  one  pump 

conftantly  going ; called  a furvey  on  the  fliip,  confilling 

of  the  three  Britlfli  commanders,  and  tlieir  carjicnters, 

who  condemned  the  Ihlp.  Captain  Sever  then  cliar- 

tered  the  London,  Neptune,  and  Eliza,  to  carry  tlie 

Ihip’s  cargo  to  England ; hove  up  tlic  anchors,  and 

dropped  nearer  to  Mafumo  River,  where  we  intend  lay- 

ing  while  delivering  the  cargo  to  the  above  named  fliips. 

/ 

The  following  are  the  damages  fuftaincd  by  tlie  flilp 
in  the  late  fevere  gale,  betides  loting  her  fore  and  mizen- 
mafts,  and  main  top-maft,  her  rudder  was  loft  when  the 
ftruck  in  the  Bay,  viz.  the  counter  entirely  loofe ; the 
ftern  poft  ftarted  from  the  wooden  ends,  occaftoned  by 
the  timbers  being  rotten;  all  the  waterways  on  the 
upper  and  gun  decks,  fore  and  aft,  for  three  planks  out, 

/ ftarted  an  inch  and  a half ; two  of  the  beams  and  knees 
fprung  on  the  upper,  and  one  beam  entirely  broke  on 
the  gun  deck  ; the  upper  tranfom  ftarted  five  inches, 

the  chocks  along  the  ftern  loofe,  and  all  the  main  chain- 

plates 
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plates  ftartcd.  Every  perfun  who  law  or  came  on  board 
the  Lion  agreed,  that  they  never  faw  a vclTel  brought 
into  port  in  fuch  a lliattered  ftate,  and  were  furprized 
how  fhe  could  poffibly  live  after  fuffering  fo  much  da- 
mage.  Captain  Hopper,  Avho  alTilJed  in  towing  the 
Guardian  into  the  Cape,  faid  her  damages  Mere  but 
trifling  compared  to  thofe  of  the  Lion, 

/ 

Weclnefctay,  a 7th  June.  Light  airs  and  fine  weather; 
the  London  came  along-hde,  delivered  to  her  fome  bales 
of  cotton,  and  boxes  of  indigo,  to  lighten  the  fliip  as 
much  as  poffible,  as  a bar  lays  at  the  mouth  of  tlic 
river;  hove  up  the  anchors  at  four  P.  M.  and  went  nearer 
to  the  river ; pump  going  as  ufual ; fliip  making  more 
than  four  inches  of  water  an  hour, 

Thurfday,  28  th  June.  Liglit  breezes  and  fine  wea- 
ther. At  half  paft’  10  A.  M.  the  Neptune  and  Eliza 
got  under  way  to  take  us  in  tow ; hove  up  the  anchor, 
and  at  four  P.  M.  came  to  in  five  fathom  water  in 
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Mafumo  or  Englifli  River,  about  two  miles  above  the 
bar. 


The  fhip  ftill  continued  making  two  inches  water  an 
hour,  till  we  left  heron  the  1 8th  July,  when  all  her 
cargo,  but  about  600  bags  of  fugar,  and  the  iliips  ftores, 
&c.  were  left  under  charge  of  the  third  mate, 
Captain  Sever  having  freighted  the  Britannia,  Captain 
Clarke,  to  carry  them  to  the  Cape,  but  they  were  not 
to  leave  Da  Lagoa  for  fome  weeks.  I muft  obferve, 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  violent  weather  we  en- 
countered, both  Captain  Sever  and  his  officers  exerted 
themlelves  wonderfully,  and  never  quitted  the  deck,  or 
other  parts  of  the  fliip,  where  their  dlredlions  and  af- 
fiftance  was  wanted  ; and  I attribute  entirely  to  their 
conduit,  and  having  in  our  boatfwain  and  carpenter  two 
of  the  moft  aitive  and  Ikilful  men  in  their  line  I ever 
faw,  that  either  what  remained  of  the  cargo,  or  a foul, 
was  faved.  It  frequently  happens,  that  many  lives  arc 
lofl  in  fuch  weather  as  we  experienced,  in  loting  malts, 

but 
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but  no  accident  of  any  confequence  occurred  during  the 
whole  time,  although  there  was  a crew  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  men  on  board. 

The  following  fhort  account  of  this  part  of  Africa 
may,  I hope,  In  fome  mealbre,  prove  ufeful  to  any  fhip 
going  there  : it  would  have  been  much  more  fo,  had  I 
had  a boat  at  my  command  during  our  fhort  ftay  in  the 
river ; as  it  was,  I could  go  on  fhore  but  feldom^  and  then 
but  for  a few  hours  at  a time,  and  my  hate  of  health 
would  not  permit  me  to  go  for  any  diftance  into  the 
countr)'.  I could  have  made  a tolerable  furvey  but  for  the 
reafon  above-mentioned.  I trull,  however,  what  I have 
written  will  be  found  correct,  fhould  it  be  vifited  again. 

O 

Da  Lagoa  Bay,  fituated  in  about  2 5°52'fouth  lati- 
tude, and  in  longitude  33“  call  of  London,  is  large  and 
capacious,  being  nearly  30  miles  deep  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  about  60  miles  long  from  north  to  fouth.  It  is, 
however,  very  little  known,  as  the  charts  I have  feen 

of 
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of  it  are  very  Incorreif,  Deer  Illaiid  being  not  laid  dowii 
in  them.  It  is  much  frequented  by  fouth-fea  whalers. 
The  wliales  come  into  the  bay  in  the  month  of  June  to 
rub,  and  leave  it  in  September,  when  their  calves  are 
fuihciently  ftrong  to  accompany  them  to  fea.  They  are 
called  right  whales,  and  are  commonly  about  6o  feet 
long,  and  make  about  eight  tons  of  oil : fome  are  much 
larger:  They  are  this  feafon  (1798)  very  numerous. 

As  the  whalers’  time  is  entirely  taken  up  in  fiftiing  and 
boiling  down,  it  is  therefore,  in  fome  meafure,  excufable^ 
that  fome  of  them  do  not  publifli  a plan  of  a port  which 
ought  certainly  to  be  much  better  known ; and  if,  on  the 
peace  with  the  French  and  Dutch,  we  retain  the  Cape, 
“ which  I hope  to  God  we  will,”  no  place,  in  my  opinion, 
can  be  fo  well  calculated  to  form  a fettlement,  in  being 
a commodious  harbour,  and  having  feveral  large  rivers, 
particularly  Mafumo  or  Englifli  River,  being  navigable 
for  large  veffels,  having  four  fathom  on  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  in  fpring-tides,  and  is  four  miles  broad  : the 
channel  is,  however,  narrow,  not  more  I believe  than 
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one  mile  over.  Captain  Hopper,  who  has  obligingly 
given  me  every  information  in  his  power,  as  he  has 
been  here  frequentl}',  was  told  by^  the  Portuguefe  wdio 
were  fettled  here,  that  it  is  navigable  for  vefTels  drawing 
about -twelve  feet  water  for  upwards  of  30  or  40  miles, 
and  for  large  boats  feveral  hundred ; and,  from  its  ap- 
pearance, I really  think  it  is  fo.  Ships  commonly  lie 
about  two  miles  up  the  river,  where  you  have  a good 
depth  of  water,  and  lie  perfedlly  fafe  from  all  winds, 
with  plenty  of  every  fort  of  refretliment,  fuch  as  ex- 
cellent beef,  goats,  fowls,  tifh,  fweet  potatoes,  cabbage 
and  gieens,  lemons,  bananas,  &c.  and  plenty  of  good 
w'ater  .on  both  tides  the  river. 


I would  advife  a fhip  coming  into  the  bay  to  ftand  to 
the  N.  and  N.  N.  . till  the  come  into  betw'een  eight 
and  nine  tathoms  water,  and  brings  Cape  St,  Mary’s  to 
bear  S.  by  E,  i E,  (allowing  for  tlic  Variation,  which  is 
t wo  points  wctlerly),  ditlance  near  three  leagues,  and 
you  fee  high  breakers  extending  for  near  feven  miles  to 

the 
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the  northward  of  it ; coming  near  tliem,  you  always 
llioal  your  water,  but  deepen  it  as  you  keep  furtlier  off ; 
then  ftand  to  the  weftward,  i.  e.  W.  by  S.  Weft,  and 
W.  by  N.  'by  the  compafs,  you  will  meet  with  frequent 
ripllngs  ; but  if  you  come  In  at  half  flood,  you  will  never 
have  lefs  than  four  fathoms,  and  there  are  a number  of 
Ihoals,  flats,  and  fhifting  fands  in  tlic  bay,  occafioned 
by  the  tide  and  different  rivers  that  run  into  it.  They 
fliift,  I underftand,  with  every  fpring  tide,  or  when  it 
blows  ftrong  from  the  eaftward,  which  is  the  only  wind 
that  occaflons  any  fea  in  the  bay ; but  a veflel  may  ride 
with  perfecft  fafety  in  many  parts  of  the  bay  in  good 
holding  ground,  and  fufficleiit  depth  of  w ater.  I'he  found- 
ings are  very  uneven  and  irregular  all  over  the  bay,  as 
you  have  ten  fathoms,  then  five,  then  no  ground  at  13, 
and  the  next  throw  of  the  lead  but  four  fathoms  water. 

Deer  Ifland  is  the  neareft  land  you  will  liave  coming 
in  : it  Is  low  and  fandy,  with  fliort  brufli  wood,  and  is 

about  three  or  four  miles  long  : it  has  a reef  extending 

for 
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for  two  or  three  miles  out,  bearing  from  N.  W.  to  E.  N.  E. 
Half  flood  is  the  beft  time  fljr  a fl)ip  to  fland  in,  the 
tide  rifing  rather  more  than  twelve-feet,  (it  is  high  water 
at  full  and  change  at  four  P.  M.)  and  having  fent  your 
boats  a-head  on  the  tide’s  making,  and  with  a leading 
wind,  or  two  points  free,  you  may  very  ealily  efcape 
every  danger.  The  Red  Head  is  a pretty  high,  blufi', 
red  point,  being  the  north  point  of  Mafumo  River ; it 
is  clearly  cut ; the  oppofite  point  is  not  fo  high  ; keep 
rather  more  than  one  mile  off  the  Red  Head,  and  you 
will  have  the  deepefl;  water  in  crofling  the  bar,  as,  on 
the  other  fhore,  there  is  a bank  which  extends  more 
than  a mile  out,  and  part  of  it  is  dry  at  low  water. 

The  inhabitants  of  Da  Lagoa  are  Caffres,  of  a bright 
black  colour,  but  not  numerous,  as  I do  not  recollecSl  ever 
feeing  more  than  one  hundred  or  an  hundred  and  fifty 
ut  one  time,  altho’  they  crowd  round  you  when  you 
come  on  fiiore,  therefore  do  not  fuppofe  they  exceed  fix, 
or  atmoft  ten  thoufand,  about  the  bay:  they,  in  general, 
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are  a tall,  ftoiit,  ftrong,  and  well  made  race,  and,  to  all 
appeaiances,  liealthy  ? but  great  numbers  ot  the  men  are 
affliaecl  with  the  hydrocele:  they  go  about  nearly  naked, 
and  the  women  only  ufc  a fmall  narrow  piece  of  cloth, 
with  two  or  more  pieces  of  leather  hanging  down  be- 
hind, ornamented  with  beads,  and  coloured  or  tanned 
with  red  earth.  The  men  have  moftly  the  paint  of  an 
antelope’s  of  deer’s  horn,  which  they  ufe  as  a call  or 
whiftle,  fufpended  by  a firing  about  their  necks : they 
have,  likewife,  wooden  and  ivory  ones^  and  they  hang 
feveral  brafs  buttons,  pieces  of  broken  china,  and  fome 
of  them  with  a number  of  goofe  quills,  firung  together, 
and  different  forts  of  roots,  to  which  they  attribute  fome 
medicinal  virtue.  I have  brought  fome  quantity  of  it 
with  me,  and  have  found  it  to  be  an  aromatic,  and  a 
great  afiringent.  I have  feen  them  ufe  it  to  fiop  any 
bleeding  wound,  with  fiiccefs,  by  chewing  and  applying 
it  to  the  part : it  is  likewife  ufed  by  them  to  cure  pains 
in  the  bowels,  and  they  affured  me  that  it  always  fuc- 
ceeded. 


They 
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They  drefs  their  hair  in  different  modes,  home  of 
tliem  taking  great  pains  with  it,  oiling  it  frequently ; 
but  I never  could  obferve  two  drefled  exadlly  in  the 
fame  manner.  They  fliave  with  a piece  of  iron,  for- 
merly a large  nail  made  into  a fmall  chifel,  without 
ufing  water,  or  any  other  fubftitute ; and,  in  general, 
fhave  all  the  hair  off  their  heads  but  a large  tuft  in  the 
middle  of  the  crown,  w’hich  they  drefs  up,  by  j^utting 
in  fome  fmall  pieces  of  flick,  and  fewdng  them  in,  to 
bring  it  to  the  fhape  of  a fugar-loaf  with  the  point  cut 
off.  Some  of  the  men^  1 • have  obferved,*  left  two 
large  tufts  on  each  fide  of  the  head,  w'hich  they  orna- 
mented with  pieces  of  brafs  the  fize  of  our  common 
buttons,  with  a hole  made  in  them  to  pull  the  hair 
through.  Both  fexes  fliave  all  the  hair  off  their  eye- 
brows, only  leaving  two  fmall  tufts  in  the  middle.  The 
women  lhave  all  their  heads  but  a fmall  piece  over  the 
crowm  of  the  lhape  of  a half-moon.  They  fliave  or 
pull  out  all  the  hair  of  their  bodies,  except  under  the  ■ 
arms,  laying  and  rubbing  afhes  on  the  ’hair,  and  then 

E 3 


pulling 


•28 


JOURNAL  OF 


pulling  it  out.  Moft  of  the  men  and  women  of  rank 
wear  brafs  bangles,  or  bracelets,  on  their  necks  and  wrifts, 
and  1 have  feen  feveral  women  with  them  round  their 
necks  three  Inches  in  circumference,  and  weigliing  four 
or  five  pounds.  The  men  wear  them  fmaller,  having 
feveral  rows,  and  likewife  from  the  wrift  up  to  the  el- 
bow on  both  arms,  (thofe  on  the  neck  angular,  but 
thofe  on  the  wrifts  circular.)  Thofe  about  their  necks 
feemed  to  give  them  pain,  as  they  could  not  eafily  turn 
their  heads ; but  as  it  is  a mark  of  rank,  and  worn  only 
till  a certain  age,  they  do  not  of  courfe  like  to  lay  them 
afide. 

I could  not,  however,  learn  at  what  age  or  time  they 
left  them  off,  but  I never  law  any  worn  by  men  much 
pall  thirty  ; they  always  told  me,  they  were  given  them 
by  their  fathers.  Both  men  and  women  wear  rings  on 
their  fingers  and  toes,  and  fome  of  both  fexes  copper 
chains  juft  under  the  knee ; tlie  women  decorate  their 
necks  likewife  with  large  blue,  and  other  coloured  glafs 
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beads,  but  the  poorer  fort  have  but  very  few  ornaments  : 
the  women  are  always  anointed  with  oil,  mixed  with 
red  earth,  which  is  ealiiy  procured  here. 

They  are  all  tattowed,  fome  down  the  middle  of  the 
forehead,  and  point  of  tlie  chin,  in  this  way  /T\  ; 
and  of  their  temples,  of  this  fhape  X ; their  bodies 
are  fo  likewife,  particularly  on  the  cheft,  but  none  of 
them  exaftly  alike  ; thofe,  however,  of  the  fame  family, 
are  tattowed  very  nearly  in  the  fame  manner. 

Polygamy  is  allowed,  and  they  purchafe  their  wives 
from  the  father,  giving  a certain  number  of  bullocks,  per- 
haps ten,  or  not  fo  many,  for  each:  their  chief,  however, 
comes  in  for  a certain  number,  and  he  of  courfe  en- 
courages this  cuftom.  Divorces  are  not  in  fafhion  at 
Da  Lagoa,  for  the  men  are  all  faithful,  and  the  women, 
though  nearly  naked,  virtuous ; and  from  particular  en- 
quiries among  them,  found  that  they  Avere  furprized  at 

/ 

iqj'-  even  afking  fuch  a quefiion,  telling  me,  that  woman, 

that 
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that  7nan  wife ; yet  there  are  a clafs  of  them  who  come 
on  fhip-board  that  leffen  the  general  character,  but 
thefe  are  very  juftly  confidered  as  outcafts;  their  num- 
bers are  not  very  confiderable,  nor  will  they  even  per- 
mit of  a promifcuous  intercourfe  with  different  men. 

Their  mode  of  falutation  is  ching,  ching,  which  they 
repeat  rapidly,  (leiying  great  emphajis  on  the  loft  ching) ^ 
offering  you  one  of  their  hands,  bowing  down  at  the 
fame  time;  but  they  feem  to  make  no  difference  or 
diftinfhion  in  which  hand  they  offer.  Saheb  is  ufed  by 
feme  of  them  ching ^ ching^  but  not  fi'^quent ; both 

are  friendly.  They  feem  a very  good  natured  and 
harmlefs  race,  being  always  good  humoured,  and  laugh- 
ing heartily  on  the  fligliteft  occafions,  particularly  in 
trading,  when  you  offer  lefs  than  they  think  their  com- 
modities are  worth,  calling,  ha^  hah ; but  a very  cun- 
ning fet,  great  Jews,  and  they  will  take  you  in  if  you 
do  not  mind  them,  for  they  always  aft  three  or  four 
times  more  than  the  value.  7 hey  arc  prone  to  revenue 

if 
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if  affronted,  for  they  then  take  an  opportunity  of  mur- 
dering you ; but  this  is  only  attended  with  danger  to 
the  perfon  who  has  been  the  aggreffor.  I heard  of  an 
inftance  of  the  carj^enter  of  a whaler  having  been 
killed  by  them,  being  taken  for  a man  whom  he  much  re- 
fembled,  that  had  infulted  fome  of  them  fome  time  be- 
fore. At  the  time  the  poor  man  was  killed,  two  boats 
landed  at  the  fame  place  for  wood  : they  feized  the  poor 
man,  who  had  gone  fome  diftance  from  the  boats,  and 
run  two  or  three  fpears  through  his  body.  Some  of 
the  men  heard  his  cries,  and  came  and  carried  him  to 
the  boats,  and  feveral  of  the  natives  came  and  aflifted 
them  in  getting  their  boats  off. 

They  aie  a very  honefl  fet  of  people,  but  great  beg- 
gars, on  the  the  north  fide  particularly : this  they  have 
learnt,  I imagine,  from  the  Portugueze.  During  our 
flay  we  never  met  with  an  inflance  of  their  taking  any 
thing  that  w^as  not  given  or  fold  to  them,  although  they 
often  had  opportunities,  as  the  decks  of  the  Lion  were 

always 
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always  crowded  with  them,  from  eight  o’clock  in  the 

f 

morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon.  I am  convinced, 

that  if  a fettlement  were  formed  here,  they  would  foon 

become  a very  ufeful  fet  of  people,  and  nothing  but 

their  not  having  any  method  of  making  cloth  prevents 

their  being  decently  clad,  as  they  are  very  partial  to  any 

kind  of  clothing,  even  an  old  jacket,  fhirt,  waiftcoat, 

handkerchief,  breeches,  ftockings  or^fhoes,  with  which 

you  may  purchafe  fowls,  filh,  eggs,  &c.  which  they  bring 

off  in  their  boats : hats  are  in  great  demand  among 

them,  and  fo  are  wigs.  Several  of  King  Capallehs  fons, 

about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old,  ufed  to  come  ffeqently 

on  board  the  Lion,  drelTed  out  in  old  wigs,  which  they 

were  very  proud  of.  All  the  labour  and  work  is  done 

by  the  women,  and  you  will  fee  them  working  in  the 

fields,  cutting  down  wood,  &c.  the  men  attending  them 

armed.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  the  women,  with  a 

child  on  their  backs,  in  a goat’s  Ikin,  with  a heavy 

burthen  on  their  heads,  travelling  for  miles  along  the 

beach : however,  when  the  men  come  on  fhip  board, 

they 
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they  will  work  a whole  day  for  a handful  of  fugar,  called 
by  them  EngHJh  honey  \ but,  though  they  have  plenty  of 
fugar-cane,  they  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  procefs  of 
extracting  the  fugar : they  were  of  great  ufe  to  us  in  the 
Lion  while  difeharging  her  cargo,  as  fome  of  the  da- 
maged bags  of  fugar  ufed  to  be  given  them,  and  they 
would  often  work  at  the  tackle-fall,  and  ten  or  twelve 
of  them  would  do  as  much  in  two  hours  as  the  Lafears 
in  nearly  a whole  day,  they  being  very  weak,  from  tlic 
conftant  labour  and  exceffive  fatigue  they  had  undergone 
for  fome  tijne  before,  though  very  few  ill.  In  going  to 
any  of  their  villages,  you  find  the  men  moftly  fitting  in 
circles  round  a fire,  fmoaking  tobacco  and  bang,  dref- 
fmg  their  hair,  making  bird-cages,  or  fome  other  trivial 
occupation,  wliile  the  women  were  employed  in  beating 
Inoian  corn,  maize,  rice,  and  other  neceffary  occupations. 
It  appears  very  extraordinary  that  they  are  ignorant  of 
>iny  fort  of  game  or  amufement,  which  is  the  more  re- 
maikble,  as  time  mufl  lay  heavy  on  their  hands.  Indeed, 
I cannot  but  rejoice  at  their  ignorance,  for  in  mofi  other 
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countries,  particularly  in  India,  the  men  would  gamble' 
in  fome  way  or  other,  and  after  loling  all  the  projx^rty 
they  had,  flake  their  wives  and  children. 

Their  huts,  or  cabins,  are  neat  and  circular,  with  only 
one  door,  and  a yard  in  front  of  it,  furrounded  with 
palifades,  or  flumps  of  trees,  about  four  feet  high : 
they  are,  in  general,  about  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  with 
a circular  fire  place  in  the  middle,  of  two  or  three 
feet  in  circumference,  with  a hnall  drain,  or  hollow, 
round  it,  for  putting  their  heels  in  when  they  fit  down: 
they  have  neither  chairs  nor  flools,  ufing  the  back-bone 
of  the  whale,  but  fome  of  the  better  fort  have  a bed  raifed 
on  four  flicks,  about  two  feet  from  the  ground ; others 
have  a bed  place  neatly  plaflered  with  mud,  raifed  at 
the  head  in  fliape  of  a pillow.  Both  men  and  women 

I 

of  the  better  fort  are  always  fmoaking  tobacco  in  iron 

pipes,  the  biape  of  a common  tobacco  pipe : making 

them  mull  coft  much  trouble,  as  they  let  a gieat  value 

on,  and  do  not  like  to  fell  or  part  with  them.  The  men 

fmoke 
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fmoke  bang  In  the  following  curious  manner : they  take 
a hollow  bamboo,  about  four  feet  long,  and  put  one  of 
the  ends  into  a large  cow’s  horn,  nearly  filled  with  water, 
putting  the  bang  in  a fmall  Chillum,  or  receptacle,  on 
the  top  of  it,  then,  having  lighted  it,  they  put  the  top  of 
the  horn,  that  contains  the  bamboo,  in  the  bend  of  the 
arm,  at  the  elbow,  drawing  the  fmoke  through  a fmall 
aperture,  which  they  form  between  the  top  of  the  horn 
and  the  arm : this  makes  them  cough  exceedingly,  and 
they  do  it  in  a very  affedled  manner,  but  they  enjoy  it 
vaftly. 

Their  common  food  is  fifli,  Indian  corn,  rice,  and 
maize ; but  they  eat  any  thing,  and  with  a mofi;  vora- 
cious appetite,  (cheefe  only  excepted),  even  the  entrails 
of  a goat,  or  bullock,  merely  fqueezing  out  the  con- 
tents of  the  bowels,  and  putting  it  on  the  fire,  without 
any  further  ceremony,  and  devouring  it  when  hardly 
warm : fea  cows,  or  the  dead  whales  which  come  on 
fhore  in  the  river,  do  not  efcape  them.  They  feed  their 
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llci\  cs  tcikcn  ill  c^r  on  gr3,fs  Qiicl  Wcitcr,  cincl  I l8,w  romc 
of  them  the  pooreft  obje6ls  I ever  beheld.  Tho’  no  ad- 
vocate tor  the  Have  trade,  yet  I confider  that  it  would 
have  been,  I am  fure,  a Chriftian-llke  a6l  to  have  pur- 
chafed  fome  of  thofe  that  were  offered  us,  for  the  im- 
menfe  price  of  a bottle  of  Rum,  or  Arrack  ! They  were 
perfedfly  deftitute  of  every  fort  of  clothing,  and  had  no 
food  given  them.  I enquired  how  they  could  potfibly 
fubtift  ; one  of  the  natives  told  mtjfame  as  bullock,  and 
that,  in  times  of  great  fcarcity,  they  themfelves  were 
obliged  to  eat  grafs  : their  being  in  want  is  folely  occa- 
fioned  by  their  very  great  indolence ; for,  if  you  give 
Ihem  any  fort  of  garden  feeds,  they  will  take  it,  but  ten 
to  one  if  they  will  even  be  at  the  trouble  of  fowing  it ; 
the  vegetables  we  ufed  to  get,  were  thofe  that  remained 
and  grew  in  the  gardens  the  Portuguefe  had  made,  but 
they  were  never  at  any  pains  to  cultivate  them.  Young 
pigs  have  often  been  given  to  the  natives,  but  they  have 
invariably  killed  them. 
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They  are  exceeding  partial  to  fpirlts  of  any  fort,  the 
Wronger  the  better:  this  they  call  Jiroiig  drams,  drinking 
it  by  itfelf  In  very  great  quantities,  but  I faw  only  one 
who  would  not  take  any  without  diluting  it  with  water. 
I have  feen  many  of  them  drink,  or  rather  gulp  down, 
feveral  tumblers  of  brandy,  prevloufly  mixed  with  red 
pepper,  not  appearing  in  the  leaft  affected  by  It,  and 
afking  you  in  a few  minutes  after  for  more. 

That  they  have  a conception  of  a Supreme  Being  I can- 
not doubt,  but  I never  could  obferve,  or  learn,  that  they 
poffefs  any  mode  of  religious  worfhip,  except  fome  idea 
of  the  Mahometan,  (but  they  have  no  mofques,  nor  any 
churches  or  places  intended  for  religious  ceremonies). 
This,  however,  is  occafiohed  by  a communication 
with  ^ Surat  and  * MofambIque,  for  there  was  a Maho- 
medan  prieft,  and  two  or  three  Mufulmen,  then  at  Da 
Lagoa  ; they  were  to  remain  till  next  feafon,  when  they 
expeilcd  a veffel  to  come  and  carry  them  back.  As 
fome  trade  is  ftill  carried  on  by  the  Portugueze,  and 

feveral 
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fevGial  icinaiiied  bcliind,  they  ufed  to  come  on  board 
the  Lion  frequently.  They  are  all  circumcifed,  taking 
It  by  turns,  or  years;  this  year,  1798,  there  were  a 
great  many  young  men  and  boys  circumcifed  on  the 
north  tide  of  the  river.  One  of  the  natives  of  the 
fouth  tide  of  the  river  informed  me,  that  next  year  they 
would  circumcife  on  their  tide,  as  there  would  then  be  a 
fufficient  number.  Immediately  after  the  operation  is 
performed,  which  is  on  the  fea,  or  river  tide,  they  are 
put  in  the  water  to  hop  the  bleeding,  but  are  not 
permitted  to  come  near  their  huts  till  perfedtly  re- 

f 

covered:  they,  however,  enjoy  this  period  as  a fort  of 
jubilee,  or  feftival,  keeping  all  together  under  an  old 
man,  whofe  orders  and  diredlions  they  are  obliged  to 
obey;  and  they -are  continually  tinging,  dancing,  and 
enjoying  themfelves  by  rambling  about.  The  tirti:  time 
I went  on  thore  on  the  north  fide  the  river,  I was  ac- 
companied by  feveral  Commanders  of  the  tliips ; here 
the  Portugueze  had  a fmall  fort,  lately  detiroyed  by  the 
French : it  was  fquare,  with  a very  narrow  dry  ditch,  and 
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commanded  by  feveral  hills  quite  near  It;  the  French 
levelled  it  to  the  ground,  and  took  all  the  ftores,  guns^ 
&c.  but  one,  a twelve  pounder,  the  trunnions  of  which 

t 

were  knocked  ofl',  with  them.  The  natives  flocked  round 
us  to  the  number  of  a hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred, 
with  about  forty  who  had  lately  been  circumcifed, 
in  their  war  drefs,  which  confifts  of  a large  cap  made 
of  rufties;  it  pulls  down  over  the  face  when  they  are  en- 
gaged in  battle,  having  two  holes  for  the  eyes.  They 
ornament  them  with  red  and  white  beads ; they  like- 
wife  hang  reeds  round  the  neck  and  waift ; each  armed 
with  a fmall  fpear  fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  by  the  natives 
of  Madagafcar ; this  they  throw  with  great  exadfnefs 
thirty  or  forty  yards,  hitting  a very  fmall  ohje^f  at  that 
diftance : there  are  fome  of  them,  I am  informed,  fo 
expert,  as  to  kill  fea-gulls  on  the  wing.  They  enter- 
tained us  with  a fort  ot  dance  and  chorus,  not  unlike 
what  I have  feen  in  the  Carnatic  by  fchool  boys,  but 
much  more  corred  and  exadf,  keeping  good  time  in 
(iancing,  and  in  all  their  relponfes ; they  were  drawn 
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up  two  deep,  and  I attended  particularly,  and  heard 
them  fing  In  different  parts ; they  then  formed  them- 
felves  into  a column,  afterwards  into  a circle,  and  con- 
tinued dancing  for  fome  time,  exerting  themfelves  ex- 
ceedingly ; they  flopped  of  a fudden,  founded  their 
whiflles,  and  dlfperfed,  fcreaming  and  hallooing,  fome 
of  them  receiving  checks  from  their  mafter  for  not  being 
more  perfect  in  their  parts.  This  done,  they  came  up 
to,  and  fainted  us  In  their  way.  I gave  mofl  of  them 
fome  fnuff,  which  they  liked  exceedingly,  from  Its  being 
very  pungent,  and  making  them  fneeze. 

As  I have  been  very  often  on  fhore,  going  through 
their  different  villages,  I ufed  to  meet  with  great  atten- 
tion from  both  men  and  women,  who  frequently  afked 
us  if  we  wanted  any  thing,  and  gave  milk  and  water. 
They  were  particularly  pleafed  when  we  addreffed  them 
in  their  own  language  ; if  you  brought  any  fifh,  or  fhot 
any  thing,  they  would  drefs  it  for  you,  but  you  would 

frequently  find  that  they  extorted  fomething  in  return, 

as 
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as  “they  commonly  aflced  for  a handkerchief,  waiftcoat, 
and  in  fhort,  if  you  permitted  them,  they  would  cut 
off  your  buttons  ; but,  on  appearing  in  the  leaft  diflatif- 
fied,  they  would  inftantly  defift. 

There  are  fourteen  chiefs  on  the  fouth  fide  the  riv^er, 
viz.  Capelleh,  Joveh,  Wangoveh,  Mutwal,  Mallambaneh, 
Wancome,  Panelleh,  Maputeh,  Machelembey,  Corro, 
Chenandlo,  Gomano,  Machechcwan,and  Goumano,  with 
feveral  other  petty  ones,  too  numerous  to  mention. 
They  are  all,  however,  tributary  to  Capelleh,  for  their 
country  is  given  them  by  him  ; he  is  of  courfe  the  moft 
powerful  on  the  fouth  tide.  His  dominions,  by  what  I 
could  learn,  extend  about  two  hundred  miles  up  the 
country,  and  about  one  hundred  along  the  coaft,  or,  as 
the  native  who  gave  me  the  information  told  me,  ten 
days  journey  long,  and  five  broad.  None  of  the  other 
chiefs  are  fo  well  known,  having  but  little  intercourfe 
with  them ; as  the  fl:iips  that  come  in  the  river  anchor 
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near  Cupelleh's  kingdom,  and  tlie  wlialcrs  lay  out  In  the 

bay,  oppoflte  to  Deer  Itland,  except  when  in  want’  of 

water.  One  of  the  whalers  fent  a boat  to  Elephant 

I (land  for  ambergreafe,  while  we  u ere  there ; tlie  mate 

informed  me  the  chief  treated  him  very  well,  and  though 

lie  could  not  procure  what  he  went  for,  yet  he  got 

|ylcnty  of  fowls,  ,&c.  Capelleh  is  very  jealous  if  you 

carry  on  any  communication  with  any  of  the  other  chiefs. 

Sometimes  it  is  neceflaiy,  if  he  does  not  fupply  you 

with  what  provifions  you  may  want,  to  fay  that  fuch  a 

chief  has  offei-ed  to  fupply  you.  This  commonly  fuc- 

ceeds;  and  he  would  fooner  diftrefs  himfelf  than  that  any 

of  the  other  chiefs  fhould  get  any  of  your  blue  cloth  or 

fpirltous  liquors.  Joveh  is  next  in  authority  to  Capelleh, 

being  his  nephew  ; but  the  government  is  hereditaiy,  as 

W^angoveh,  his  cldcf  fon,  lucceeds  at  his  death.  T.heie 

are  only  four  chiefs  on  the  north  fde,  viz.  Wambo,  Ma- 

ferent,  Mavote,  and  Mafumo,  ^vhcrc  they  appear  quite  a 

different  fet  of  people.  Mafumo  was  the  moft  powei- 

ful 
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ful  III  the  time  of  the  Portiigueze,  as  they  ufed  to  affift 
him  In  his  wars;  but,  fince  their  departure,  Wambo 
has  taken  his  country  from  him.  He  was  confidered  as 
a prifoner,  and  came  on  board  twice  with  the  fecretarles 
of  Wambo,  who  wlfhed  to  trade  with  us;  but  as  we 
•underftood  that  Capelleh  was  not  on  good  terms  with 
lilm,  we  would  not,  having  been  told  that  he  was  not  to 
be  trufted.  Mafumo,  though  a prifoner,  had  not,  how- 
ever, loft  his  appetite,  for  he  eat  and  drank  enough  for 
half  a dozen  porters.  Wambo’s  fecretarles  were  dreficd 
In  long  red  gowns,  and  appeared  to  defpife  the  people 
from  the  fouth  fide.  Capelleh,  I am  convinced,  is  in 
great  dread  of  him,  by  what  I could  learn  from  fome  of 
his  people : one  of  them  told  me,  that  nothing  but 

o 

the  river  prevented  AVambo’s  attacking  Capelleh,  bat 
that  if  It  was  known  he  had  given  any  fucli  informa- 
tion, Capelleh  would  put  him  to  death.  The  natives 
of  the  north  ftde  are  a ferocious  and  warlike  let  of  men, 
while  thole  on  the  fouth  poflefs  a great  deal  of  good 
nature,  and  are  much  more  civilized. 
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I have  feen  Capelleli  feveral  times.  He  is  a tall, 
thin,  elderly  man,  I fuppofe  about  hxty ; his  only  pur- 
pofe  on  coming  down  was  to  get  prefents,  and  fpiritous 
liquor,  which  he  is  immoderately  fond  of:  about  nine 
miles  up  the  country  is  his  palace,  if  it  defeiwes  fuch  a 
title,  the  plan  being  juft  the  fame  as  that  of  their  com- 
mon huts,  but  much  larger.  He  was  always  accom- 
panied by  two  or  three  queens,  and  attended  \vdth  a 
guard  of  thirty  men,  armed  with  fpears  and  battle-axes 
made  out  of  large  fpike  nails.  Some  of  them  had  fhields 
made  out  of  rhinoceros  hide,  and  other  fkins. 

When  we  learnt  of  his  arrival  at  the  king  of  the 
water’s  houfe,  (i.  e.  mafter  attendant)  I accompanied 
feveral  of  the  Captains  of  the  fhips  to  pay  our  refpecfts 
to  him,  all  of  us  carrying  prefents ; when  they  were 
given  him,  he  teftified  his  approbation  by  ah,  ah,  calling 
out  very  frequently  wahombea,  i.  e.  very  good  \ but  he 
feldom  thinks,  however,  of  making  a return,  without 

your  hinting  it.  1 gave  him  a led  .j^old  laced  wa  c , 

and 
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and  a breaft-plate  engraved  with  his  Majefty’s  arms, 
the  regimental  of  the  73d  Highland  regiment ; with 
thefe  he  immediately  retired  into  a hut,  and  returned 
full  drefled  in  them.  All  the  natives,  when  you  n-ive 

j to 

them  any  clothing,  put  it  on  iramedlately.  I told  him 
they  belonged  to  King  George,  and  he  feemed  vaftly 
plealed  and  proud  of  them.  He  wore  at  this  time  the 
naval  uniform  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  (green 
and  white)  with  two  gold  epaulets,  cocked  hat,  with  the 
national  cockade,  which  I told  him  “ was  the  mojl  in- 
famous badge  that  could  he  worn  by  a kingf  and  red 
breeches.  He  feemed  to  be,  however,  more  particu- 
larly taken  with  fome  kegs  and  cafe  bottles  of  rum 
and  brandy,  which  were  prefented  him:  he  foon  feized 
hold  of  one  of  the  bottles,  eager  to  tafte  its  contents, 
and  retired  with  it  into  the  hut,  where  I,  at  his  requeft, 
followed,  and  faw  him  and  his  favourite  queen  hnifh  it  in 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  calling  to  all  round  him, 
every  tjme  he  drank,  citing,  citing.  He  took  particular 
notice  ot  me,  as  I was  drefled  in  my  regimentals,  and 

offered 
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offered  me  fome,  but  I refufed  him  : he  then  took  hold 
of  my  hand,  called  out  ching,  ching,  ordered  me  diffe- 
rent forts  of  nuts  roafled,  and  fome  frefh  milk,  which 
was  a mucli  greater  treat  to  me,  not  having  had  any  for 
fome  months;  he,  however,  took  fpecial  care  not  to 
offer  anv  to  his  followers,  as  he  would  not  have  met 
with  a refofal : feveral  of  them  looked  at  him  with  a 
loncrlnor  eve  every  time  he  drank.  He  then  went  out 

fc?  t5  V J 

and  made  us  a prefent  of  two  fine  bullocks,  and  laid  he 
.would  go  on  board  the  Lion  next  day,  if  line  weather. 
He,  however,  went  up  into  the  country  that  evening,  as, 
from  her  fize,  and  being  called  a man  of  war,  he  did 
not  like  to  venture  on  board.  1 am  certain  that  his 
real  reafon  was  for  fear  of  being  kept  prifoner  till  fome- 
thing  valuable  was  given  for  his  ranfom,  as  I heard  that 
he  has  been  invited  on  board  fome  Ihips  and  treated  fo. 
He  would  have  met  with  a very  different  reception  in 
tlie  Lion,  as  Captain  Sever  was  determined  to  falute 
him,  and  make  him  fome  handfome  prefents.  The 

Lion  being  larger  than  any  llrip  they  have  feen  fmee 

the 
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the  Kent  was  tlicre,  in  1747,  was  always  called  Kijig 
George  Jliip  : man  of  war!  hundred  guns  ^ two  hundred 
7nen.  It  Is,  however,  too  true,  that  foine  of  llic  natives, 
who  Jiavc  worked  on  board  fonie  whalers  for  feveral 
weeks,  when  in  want  of  liands,  have  been  taken  awav 
and  fold  for  flaves  at  the  Cape.  I have  heard  them 
adeed  after  by  tlieir  friends  and  wives  at  Da  Lagoa, 
llie  perfon  is  well  known  by  many  who  were  then  there: 
a very  infamous  tranfaclion,  and,  fliould  it  be  continued, 
may  prove  very  Ibrious  to  people  going  there  : I am 
happy  In  ftating,  that,  Earl  Macartney,  to  whom  I made 
known  the  circumftance,  found  fome  of  them  out,  re- 
deemed them  from  llavery,  and  they  were  to  be  fent  to 
tlicir  native  country  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

King  Capelleh,  and  indeed  moft  of  his  fubjects,  feern 
particularly  attached'  to  the  Englifli,  often  talking  of 
King  George,  and  why  lie  did  not  fend  foldiers  and 
people  to  build  a fort  and  houfes. 
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The  beft  article  to  bring  to  trade  with  liere  Is  coarfe 
Ijliie  cloth-;  ambergreate  is  to  be  procured  in  return, 
with  plenty  of  elephant  and  fea-cows’  teeth,  particularly 
the  latter,  which  you  ean  purehafe  for  a mere  trifle,  be- 
ing very  numerous  in  the' river,  as  we  ufed  to  fee  them 
\ 

often.  They  come  on  fliore  at  night,  when  the  natives 
watch  for  and  kill  them.  The  natives  do  not  feem 
fond  of  parting  with  the  elephant’s  teeth  without 
fomething  valuable,  as  they  fet  a great  price  on  them ; 
but  this  is  not  by  any  means  too  high,  for  they  would 
be  purehafed  mueh  under  a guinea  eaeh.  As  we  did 
not  eome  here  to  trade,  and  the  whalers  were  not 
permitted,  we  did  not  have  many,  and  made  no  en- 
quiry if  they  had  any  thing  elfe  except  fldns  for  fate. 
We  ufed  to  purehafe  a bullock,  of  4oolb.  weight  for  a 
piece  of  coarfe  blue  linen  cloth,  ten  or  twelve  yards  long, 
which  could  be  bought  at  the  Cape  for  four  or  five 
fix  dollars,  and  a fowl  for  an  iron  hoop.  I have  pro- 
cured five  good  fowls  for  ten  old  buttons.  Formerly 

you  could  get  every  thing  much  more  reafonable  than 

at 
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at  prefent,  as  every  perfon  made  his  own  bargain,  a«d 
iron  hoops  were  a mere  drug,  owing  to  the  whalers  that 
wei’e  taken  up  to  carry  the  Lion’s  cargo  knocking  up 
all  their  cafks. 

r 

' i 

Ships  coming  here  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  a good 
flock  of  frefh  provillons,  fhould  bring  coarfe  blue  linen 
cloth,  old  clothes,  brafs  rings,  pieces  of  copper  wire, 
glafs  beads  of  different  coloiu-s,  the  larger  the  better, 
tobacco  and  pipes,  knives,  hats,  wigs,  fhoes  and  flock- 
ings  ; in  fliort,  for  a mere  trifle,  you  may  victual  a fhip 
of  any  fize,  and  we  found  that  the  beef  took  the  fait 
exceedingly  well. 

Several  Perfees,  from  the  Malabar  ooaft,  have  fent 
fmall  veflels  here  at  different  times  ; and  I underflood, 
from  fome  of  the  Portugueze,  who  were  left  behind  when 
their  fort  was  deflroyed  by  the  French,  tliat  a fliip  came 
every  year  from  Mofambique. 
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When  you  go  to  the  territories  of  the  other  chiefs, 
tliey  treat  you  well,  and  trade  for  the  fame  articles  I 
have  already  mentioned.  The  king  of  the  water  is 
ilmilai  to  maftcr  attendant.  He  informs  Capelleh  when 
any  fliip  comes  into  the  bay,  or  river,  and  you  cannot 
pui  chafe  a bullock  till  the  king  comes  down  to  his 
houfe  clofe  to  the  landing  place,  at  a large  tree  on  the 
fouth  fide,  where  you  muft  make  him  a prefent  of  old 
clothes  and  liquor.  He  gives  you,  in  return,'  a bullock, 
and  after  that  you  can  get  one  or  two  every  day.  The 
king  of  the  water  is  nearly  as  powerful  as  Capelleh,  and 
has  a great  number  of  cattle.  He  comes  on  board 
your  fhip,  remains  as  long  as  you  like,  and  will  ac* 
company  any  officer  on  fhore  to  trade ; keep  on  good 
terms  with  him,  and  you  can  get  every  thing  that  is  to 
be  procured  here. 

L 

. Their  boats  are  nearly  of  the  fhape  of  a fifhing  coble, 
and  are,  to  look  at,  the  moft  ill-contrived  of  any  that 
I have  ever  feen  ; they  are  fewed  together  with  the  bark 

of 
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of  trees,  fimllar  to  thofe  ufed  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del, the  feams  payed  with  cow  dung ; they  do  not  ufe 
oars,  but  fculls  made  fimilar  to  thofe  in  ufe  all  over 
India,  with  one  maft  and  a mat-fail : they  are  flat-bot- 
tomed, about  twelve  feet  long,  and  four  broad,  and 
row  well,  as  you  will  fee  only  one  rower,  and  fome- 
tinres  from  twelve  to  twenty  people  in  the  boat : they 
never  have  more  than  two  rowers  ; they  bring  every 
.thing  .they  have . for  fale  in  thefe  boats  about  nine  in 
the  morning,  and  leave  you  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 
Thefe  boats  frequently  go  off  in  the  bay  when  it  blpws 
from  the  fouth  eaft,  ^ 

You  get  a variety  of  very  fine  fifli,  all  pf  a moft 
excellent  quality,' much,  fuperiqr  to  any,  I have  feen 
in  India : they  are  wholefome  good  food,  and  coft 
a mere  trifle.  Mullet,  carp,  conger  eels,  with  the 
ftQtie-fifh,  common  in  India,  having. .a  bone  in  the  head 
like  a ftone,  fun-fifh,  fkate  flirimps,  prawns,  crabs, 
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oyfters,  cockles,  &c.  are  the  different  forts.  Turtle  is 
taken  on  Deer  Iffand  and  in  Cow  Bay.  ' « 

The  foil  on  the  fouth  fide  is  a rich,  light,  black  earth, 
where  they  cultivate  their  maize,  rice,  and  Indian  corn : 
it  requires  very  little  trouble  preparing  it  for  feed,  as 
they  only  turn  it  over  with  a ftick.  The  feed  is  put  into 

the  ground  in  December  or  January.  Where  the  ground 

♦ . 

is  not  cultivated  you  meet  with  a fine  rich  grafs,  which 

was  long  even  at  this  time  of  the  year,  June  and  July, 

the  dry  feafon.  The  foil  on  the  north  fide  is  lighter, 

much  more  fandy,  and  not  fo  fit  for' cultivation.  ■ The 

fair  feafon  commences  in  April,  and  continues  till  Odo- 

ber,  when  the  rainy  feafon  comes  in.  We  could 

get  but  few  cabbages  and  greens,  but  plenty  of  the 

large  white  fweet  potatoes,  which  are  of  a very  good 

quality.  The  red  fort  are  fmall,  but  in  great  abun- 

dance;  they  are  eat  raw  by  the  natives;  yams  are  fcarce. 

► 

Here  are  none  of  the  common  potatoes,  but  I am  con- 

vinced  they  would  thrive;  and  I was  informed,  by 

fome 
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fome  of  the  Portugueze,  that  they  have  plenty  of  ve- 
getables in  the  wet  feafon,  and  might  have  all  the 
year  round,  if  they  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  dig  wells, 
as  water  is  to  be  procured  in  many  fituations  well 
adapted  for  gardens.  Indeed,  the  vegetables  that  are- 
now  to  be  got  grow  wild,  for  they  take  no  trouble  with 
them,  being  found  in  the  old  gardens  where  the  Portu- 
gueze had  formerly  fown  them.  Youlikewife  get  plenty 
of  bananas,  lemons,  pine-apples,  wood-apples,  love- 
apples,  caflava-root,  ground-nuts,  and  a fmall  root,  or 
nut,  which  is  eat  raw  by  the  natives,  and  taftes  juft  like 
a potatoe  when  boiled,  but  much  richer  and  fweeter. 
They  are  common  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  ferved 
up  in  many  families  as  part  of  the  defert  after  dinner.  I 
faw  the  caftor  oil  plant,  and  fome  young  Palmyra  trees, 
on  the  north  fide  the  river;  they  have  been  planted  by 
the  Portugueze,  and  feem  to  do  well. 

The  biifts  I obferved  here  were  guinea  hens,  partridges, 
and  quails,  but  not  in  great  numbers ; the  natives  told 


me. 
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me,  that  fome  diftance  up  the  country  they  were  very 
numerous ; likewife  wild  geefe,  ducks,  &c,  with  many 
fmall  and  other  tinging  birds. 

They  have  neither  horfes,  afles,  nor  buffaloes,  nor 
have  they  the  leaft  idea  of  employing  their  bullocks  in 

I 

any  ufeful  manner.  I fhewed  one  of  the  moft  intelligent 
of  the  natives  the  drawing  of  a horfe,  he  told  me  that 
he  had  been  fome  diftance  up  the  country^  and  had 
feen  one.  They  have  numbers  of  dogs  and  cats,  the 
former  a breed  between  a maftiff  and  grey-hound.  The 
leopard,  or  fpotted  tyger,  is  common ; they  bring  you 
their  fkins,  and  a variety  of  the  tyger-cat,  or  fome  other 
animals,  but  I never  could  get  a fight  of  any  of  them. 
The  rhinoceros  is  likewife  a native  of  Da  Lagoa,  as  is 
alfo  the  elephant,  only  further  up  the  country.  On 
Deer  Ifiand  there  are  plenty  of  antelopes,  but  I never 
faw  any  during  our  ftay:  rabbits  and  hares  are  here, 
but  not  numerous,  as  we  never' got  any;  but  I faw 
their  fkins  frequently.  They  hunt  the  leopard  with 

dogs, 
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dogs,  and,  as  they  are  very  expert  at  throwing  their 
fpears,  feldora  mifs  them.  Capelleh  is  a great  fportf- 
man,  and  very  excellent  fpearfman.  He  has  killed 
moft  of  the  hares,  and  Indeed  every  thing  he  choofes 
to  attack,  even  the  wild-hog ; but  as  thefe  fomctimes 
kill  their  dogs,  they  do  not  often  attack  them,  from 
its  being  attended  with  confiderable  danger,  and  they 
fet  a great  value  on  their  dogs. 

t 

The  point  where  I would  recommend  a fort  to  be 
built  upon,  thould  a fettlement  be  formed  here,  is  on 
the  fouth  fide  the  river,  about  two  miles  from  the 
mouth,  as  it  is  the  moft  centrical  htuation,  not  com- 
manded by  any  ground,  and  a flat,  rich  fpot  for  many 
miles  round  it,  with  fome  of  the  fined;  garden  ground  I 
ever  faw ; has  plenty  of  water,  could  foon  be  cleared, 
and  the  river  there  is  not  more  than  a mile  broad,  fo 
that  you  could  effeftually  prevent  any  boats,  or  velTels, 
pafling  up  or  down.  To  the  weftward  of  the  point 
is  an  inlet  that  goes  up  for  fome  miles  into  the  country, 

which 
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•which  would  be  a fufficlent  guard  on  that  fide,  in  cafe 
of  any  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the  natives,  or  other 
enemies;  and  fhould  the  prefent  contefl  with  France  con- 
tinue for  any  time,  it  would  be  a rnofl;  convenient  place 
for  the  men  of  w-ar,  cruizing  off  the  Mauritius,  to  come 
in  and  refrefli  at,  inftead  of  lofing  fo  much  time  in  going 
back  to  the  Cape,  where  they  often  meet  with  bad  wea- 
ther, and  are  detained  by  contrary  winds,  particularly 
in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  w'hen  the 
north  w^eft  wind  always  prevails,  which  is  the  fine  fea- 
fon  at  Da  Lagoa ; and  to  fhips  which  have  been  on 
long  cruizes  and  otherwife  fhattered,  it  is  a very  dan- 
gerous and  hazardous  attempt,  for  there  is  hardly  a fafe 
port  on  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa  but  Simon’s  Bay. 

I would  have  a fignal  houfe,  and  battery,  eredfed  on 
the  Red  Head,  which  is  a very  commanding  fituation, 
and  no  fliip  can  pafs  by  it,  as  they  mufl;  come  nearer 
that  point  than  the  one  on  the  fouth  fhore,  where  you 
might  likewife  have  a fignal  port,  if  found  requifite. 

Should 
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Should  it  ever  be  in  the  contemplation  of  govern- 
ment to  attack  the  Me  of  France,  this  would  be  a moft 
excellent  rendezvous  for  the  fleet,  as  you  might  land 
and  encamp  the  troops,  and  procure  them  frefli  beef 
and  vegetables,  with  plenty  of  fine  fifh. 

Juft  before  our  departure,  I accompanied  the  cap- 
tains of  the  fhips  on  fhore,  where  we  were  received, 
with  the  greateft  marks  of  attention,  by  King  Capelleh, 
attended  with  his  ufual  guard,  he  having  exprefTed  a wifli 
to  fee  us.  When  we  landed,  tliey  divided  themfelves 
into  two  ranks  on  each  fide  of  the  chief,  with  their  fpears 
refted  on  the  ground  : he  then  made  feveral  prefents  of 
goats  to  fome  of  the  party : after  which  we  fat  down 
on  the  beach  with  the  chief  and  his  retinue,  when  one 
of  them  approached  his  chief,  bowed,  and  kneeled  down 
three  times,  then  got  up  and  danced  in  a very  curious 
manner,  exerting  himfelf  wonderfully,  by  tumbling  and 
rolling  on  the  ground,  founding  his  antelope’s  horn,  and 
•other  calls,  giving  a variety  of  tones,  which  pleafed  the 
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chief  and  his  followers  fo  much,  that  they  fliouted  and 
laughed  very  heartily.  He  continued  this  violent  ex- 
ercife  for  half  an  hour,  when  he  ran  into  the  midft  of 
fome  bullies  clofe  to  us,  and  returned  in  a minute 
or  two,  gave  a loud  lliout,  ran  into  the  water,  and 
fwam  about  for  fome  minutes,  then  came  out  and  fat 
down  at  his  chief’s  feet,  who  exprelled  great  marks  of 
approbation  at  the  feats  he  had  performed.  They  then 
got  up,  and  we  accompanied  them  to  their  huts,  where 
we  fat  down,  and  were  offered  a drink  compofed  of 
Indian  corn  and  fugar  boiled  in  milk,  which  we  found 
a very  pleafant  beverage.  We  were  now  given  to  un- 
derftand  by  Johannes,  fecretary  to  king  Capelleh,  that 
his  majefly  intended  performing  fome  wonderful  feat ; 
when  a fpear  was  brought  him  by  one  of  his  attendants, 
after^  poizing  it  for  ,a  minute  or  two,  he  threw  it  with 
oreat  ftrength  and  exacftnefs  into  a fmall  bufli,  about 
one  hundred  yards  off,  which  he  previoufly  mentioned 
he  would  hit ; his  attendants  then  fhouted  very  loud 
for  fome  time,  when  they  fat  down  and  regaled  them- 

felves 
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fclves  with  the  drink  of  Indian  corn  and  milk.  This 
done  we  took  our  leave. 

The  language  is  the  fame  all  about  the  bay,  but,  as 
they  are  perfedlly  illiterate,  it  is  pronounced  differently; 
and  I found,  in  confequence,  great  difficulty  in  fpclling 
fome  of  the  words,  not  any  two  founding  them  alike  ; 
but  as  I tried  numbers  of  them,  and  as,  after  I had 
completed  my  vocabulary,  they  underftood  me,  I was 
perfcdlly  fatisfied. 

I was  for  fome  days  before  I could  get  the  numbers, 
as  I cpuld  not  find  any  who  underftood  what  I meant  by 
twenty  or  thirty,  they  counting  by  tens ; as  to  a hun- 
dred, they  did  not  know  what  it  meant,  but  expreffing 
a great  many  more  than  they  had  any  idea  of.  Several 
of  the  natives  fpeak  Engllfli  tolerably  well,  particularly 
John  hinee,  an  old  man,  and  Johaimes,  fon  to  the  king 
of  the  water,  fecretary  to  Capclleh,  who  Is  by  far  the  moft 
fenfible  and  beft  informed  of  any  natives  of  the  place, 

I ^ 
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as  lie  was  the  only  one  I could  make  comprehend  what 
I wanted,  particularly  in  finding  out  the*  numbers. 

They  cannot  pronounce  the  tli  in  the  Englifli,  with- 
out a good  deal  of  difficulty^  calling  health,  hell  \ that, 
tat^  &c. 

The  climate  of  Da  Lagoa  I think  healthy ; we  all 
found  it  fo,  and  the  whalers  remain  out  for  many  nights 

t 

in  their  boats,  expofed  to  the  dews,  which  are  heavy, 

% 

without  ever  experiencing  any  evil  effe6ls;  in  the  hot  and 
rainy  feafons  it  may  not  be  fo,  but  the  natives  look  well, 
and  many  of  them  live  to  a great  age.  A colony  formed 
here  could  fubfift  themfelves  in  a very  fhort  time,  as 
they  might  have  all  the  Indian  and  a gredt  many  Eu- 
ropean productions,  being  but  two  hundred  leagues 
from  St.  Auguflin’s  Bay,  one  hundred  and  fifty  from 
Mofambique,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  from  the  Cape, 
where  you  might  eafily  procure  plants,  garden  feeds^' 
&c.  8cc. 

Capelleh 
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Capelleh  would  fell  a fufBcient  fpot  for  a colony  of 
fix  hundred  people,  for  a calk  or  two  of  rum  or  brandy 
per  annum. 

The  whole  face  of  the  country  Is  truly  pleafant. 
From  the  Red  Head  you  have  as  line  a profpe6l  as  I 
ever  faw.  You  can  fee  tlie  river  for  many  miles  up  with 
line  woods  on  each  tide.  It  wants  nothing  but  houfes 
to  render  it  completely  enchanting. 

St.  Mary’s,  Elephant,  and  Deer  Ifiand,  are  plainly 
feen,  the  latter  not  being  more  than  two  leagues  diftant. 
Mount  Calato,  or  Calico,  is  likewife  perceptible;  but 
the  land  to  the  fouthward  and  weftward  is  not,  though 
it  was  a very  clear  fine  day  when  I was  on  the  top  of 
the  Red  Head.  The  land  to  the  eafliward  of  It  extends 
in  the  direction  of  E.  N.  E. ; it  is  not  high,  but  rifes 
in  four  different  ranges  of  hills,  till  loft  In  the  clouds. 


1 now 


JOURNAL  OF 


C^2 

I now  conclude  my  remarks  on  Da  Lagoa  Bay,  truft^ 
ing  to  tliofe  who  may  be  at  the  trouble  of  perufing  them, 
to  bear  In  mind  that  they  were  written  haftily,  without 
any  affiftance,  and  In  a bad  ftate  of  health ; this,  toge- 
ther with  my  never  having  attempted  any  thing  of  the 
kind  before,  and  the  difadvantages  I have  mentioned  in 
page  a I , will  plead  more  for  its  incorreclnefs  than  any 
thing  I can  poffibly  fay  in  its  defence. 

i8th  July.  Embarked  in  the  London,  Captain 
Keen,  having  previoufly  made  arrangements  with  him  for 
•my  paffage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Captain  Sever 
leaving  it  to  my  choice  which  fhip  I would  wifh  to  go  in. 
Lieutenant  Wright,  5 ad  regiment,  agreed  to  go  with 
Captain  Hopper,  in  the  Neptune. 

1 9th.  At  day  light  got  under  way,  and  dropped 
down  to  the  (hipping  in  the  bay,  laying  oppofite  to 
Deer  Ifland. 
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2otli.  Got  under  way  at  lo  A.  M.  with  the  wind  at 
E.  S.  E.  in  confequence  w^e  were  obliged  to  tack  all  the 
way  out.  About  2 P.  M.  the  fhip  ftruck,  although 
only  drawing  about  fixteen  feet  w^ater  when  in  the  flioal. 
Cape  St.  Mary’s  bore  S.  S.  E.  three  or  four  leagues 
north  point  of  the  Ifland  S.  S.  W.  by  compafs,  the  flilp 
fwinging  round  with  a ifrong  ebb  tide,  and  the  wind 
dying  away.  We  luckily  got  the  fliip  off  at  3 P.  M. 
after  fending  the  boats  out  without  receiving  any  da- 
mage,  got  out  paft  all  danger,  and  came  to  at  5 P.  M. 
in  feven  fathom  water ; Cape  St.  Mar}^^ s S.  by  E.  five 
or  fix  leagues;  Elephant  Ifland  S.  W.  by  S.  five  leagues, 
and  north  point  of  St.  Mary’s  Ifland  S,  S.  W. 

2 1 ft.  July.  At  7 A.  M.  it  blowing  hard  from  the 
S.  E.  and  the  fhip  driving,  tried  to  get  up  the  anchor 
but  could  not  weigh  it,  and  getting  into  ftioal  w ater  cut 
the  cable  and  ran  out  to  fea.  On  the  2 ad  of  Auguft: 
we  happily  anchored  in  Table  Bay,  after  encountering 
many  fevere  gales  of  wind,  in  one  of  wdiich  we  fliipped 
a moll  tremendous  fea  that  ftove  feveral  of  our  boats. 
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I was  happy  on  my  arrival  there  to  find  tliat  a fleet 
of  Indiamen  had  juft  arx'iv'ed  in  Simon’sBay  from  Bengal, 
and  immediately  fecured  a paflage  in  the  Prince  Wil- 
liam Henry,  Captain  Bafkett;  but  In  confequence  of  an 
embargo  being  laid  on  all  veflels  then  in  either  of  the 
bays,  till  the  tailing  of  his  Majefty’s  thip  Sceptre,  and 
the  tiantports  that  were  to  carry  the  84th  regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Murray,  and  the  Scotch  bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Colonel  Scott,  two  very  fine  corps, 
both  as  to  appearance  and  difcipllne,  to  India,  we  only 
left  the  Cape  on  the  4th  of  November,  and  arrived  at 
St.  Helena  on  the  1 9th.  On  the  2d  December  arrived 
his  Majefty’s  thip  Stately,  with  Earl  Macartney ; and 
we  failed  from  St,  Helena  on  the  5th  December ; got 
foundings  on  the  26th  January,  at  8 P.  M. ; happily 
arrived  off  Dover  on  the  3d  of  February,  where  I went 
on  {liore  in  the  firft  boat,  after  an  abfence  of  nearly 
fixteen  years  from  my  native  clime. 
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A man  — 
A boy  — 

A child  — 

A woman  — 

A young  woman 
A girl  — 
The  head  — 
The  mouth 
The  lips  — 
The  nofe  — 
The  tongue 
A tooth  - 
The  eyes  — • 
The  ears  — 
The  hair  — • 
The  neck  — 

An  arm  — 

The  hand  — 

A finger  — 
The  thumb 
The  nails  — 


— Monhee 

— "Totigiia 
— ' l^ufaane 

— Aduhall 

— JVanfaate 

— Wayihouyana 

— Sacko 

— Nomo 

— Jlnahafec 
— Numpho 

— Loodjim 

— Menho 


— Ideejho 
Gevea 


— Nammoo 

— Boco 

— M-andha 

— Tenteeho 

— Tenteeho  colon 

— Wallah 

The 


K 
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The  back  — 

— 

— 

T^haco 

The  cheft  — 

— 

— 

Chephouva 

The  breafts 

— 

— 

Mabelka 

The  belly  — 

— 

— 

Couzie 

The  thigh  — 

— , 

— 

^hombee 

The  knee  — 

— 

— 

'tollo 

A foot  — 

— 

— 

Chizenda 

A joint  — 

— 

— - 

Bhootanganou 

Sleep  — 

— 

— 

"Nigh -tela 

Awake  — 

— 

— 

Afoukela 

Stand  — 

— 

— 

Kmeila 

Sit  down  — 

— 

— 

Atta  meila 

Walk  — 

— 

— 

Meitero 

Rum  — 

— 

— 

Ha  hombea 

Run  fafl  — 

— 

— 

Watta  tooniah 

Come  here 

— 

— 

Buy  a taleno 

Come  — 

— 

— 

I’aleno 

Bring  — 

. — 

— 

Buya 

Go  — 

— 

— 

Mocah 

Away  — 

— 

— 

Hangeh 

Go  away  — - 

— 

— 

Macah  hangeh 

Swim  — 

— 

— 

JVa^  Jhamba 

Dive 

_ 

— 

One  yoU'bella 

1 
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I — — 

— 

— 

Defamhah 

You  — 

— 

Weaneh 

Him  — 

— 



Nawene 

Sick  — 

— 

— 

Dawagva 

Sore  or  pain  ^ 

— 

— 

Cawaweejba 

Wound  — 

, — 

— 

AJheakeela 

A rogue  — 

— 



Cubaw 

A thief  — 

— 

— 

Teeva 

The  fun  — • 

— 

— 

Diamho 

The  moon  — 

— 

— 

Moomo 

Light  — 

— 

— 

Fumallo 

Dark  — 

— 

— 

Tumbello 

A day  — 

— 

Secuzengeva 

To-day  — 

— 

— 

Nemaonjha 

To-morrow 

— 

— 

Munrooko 

Wind  — 

— 

— 

Meyho 

Rain  — 

— 

— 

Umphulo 

Thunder  — 

— 

— 

Teelou 

A coat  — 



Canjhu 

A waiftcoat 

— 

— 

Canjhu  tongo 

Breeches  — 

— 

— 

Omeleng 

A Handkerchief 

— 

— 

c» 

Untoofe 

A Hat  — 

Chelembea 

K 2 


Bottle 
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A Bottle  — 

A Glafs  — 

Hungry  _ 

Eat  — 

Sait  — 

Sugar  — 

Greens  — 

Water  ~ 

Salt  water  — 

Milk  _ 

Bread  — 

Drink  — 

Dram  — 

Thirfty  — 

Drunk  — 

Good  — 

Bad  — 

Eggs  — 

Love  apples 
Plantains  — 

Bang  — 

Tobacco  — 

SnufF  ~ 

Tobacco  pipe 


Felleac'tc 

Indeehoh 

Galla 

Cuneah 

Mun  you 

JVoolombea 

Coffo 

Matee 

I 

Nambo 

Tambah 

Segogood 

Coono 

Saffea 

Cazdleh 

Wapoko 

IVahombea 

Urnphandj 

Madnrow 

Chematee 

Tefenga 

Bangle 

Follay 

Follay  tenomphau 
Repipaw 


A fowl 


THE  LANGUAGE. 


69 


A fowl  — 

A bullock  — 

A duck  — 

Fifh  — 
Conger  eel  — 
Prawns  — 

Goat  — • 
Sheep  •— 

Pig  _ 

Rhinoceros  — 
Elephant  — 

To  go  on  fhore 
To  go  on  board  fhip 
Your  health  friend 
A fword  — 

A dagger 
Gunpowder 
Ball  — 

Shot  _ — 
Mufquet  . — 
Cannon  ~ 

Flint  — 
Wood  — 
Chair  — 


~ Ehooco 

— Homo 
Handaane 

— ' Samfhee 
— ■ Nongunamo 

— Mahantec 
Buteh 
Imphu 

— GuUoway 
Mellem 
Lofo 

^ Ne  tmucahandah 

— Kea  gallawhene 

' — DaJVinny  inmhaufah 

— Pangzva 

— Cutawah 

— Bujhungo 

— Rihgea 

— Maganreah 

— Sheb-alleah 

— Sbeballcah  Jhecouleacoombo 

— Ribgea  (fame  as  a ball) 

— "Loucoombo 

— Chetano 


A cheft 
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A chefl:  — 

— — Uneajha 

Boat  — 

— — Shene 

Oar 

— — Coetta 

Sail  _ 

— — Mattmga 

Mart  _ 

— — Momma 

Rope  t — 

— — Peena 

Bucket  ~ 

— — Baradee 

Hook  — 

— ' — Undovo 

Harpoon  — 

' — — Coucavah 

Knife  — 

— — Maokwah 

Nail  — 

— , . Numbo 

Calk  — 

— — Umphantch 

THE  NUMBERS. 


I Chingea 

8 Thanou  Trirarou 

2 Seberey 

p Jsfamaunaw 

3 T*rirarou 

lo  Koumaw 

4 Moonaw 

20  Ma  koumaw  Mabdero 

5 Thanou 

30  Ma  koumaw  Mar arou 

6 P'hanou  Nachengeva 

40  Tu  heded  imbere 

7 — — Natrebeeze  'Tu  heded  inarou 
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